


 Pot width should 
equal 2/3 the tree’s 
height.

 Pot height should 
equal the diameter 
of the trunk on a 
mature bonsai.

 Pot depth should be 
slightly narrower 
than the tree’s 
canopy











1.  Glazed 
containers may be 
used to accent a 
particular tree for 
foliage, fruit, 
flowers, or bark.  
Mostly used for 
broadleaf evergreen 
and deciduous 
trees.



2.  Color can be 
used in a 
contrasting way or 
a harmonizing way. 
The difference will 
be in the feeling or 
mood that your tree 
will present.









Rectangular pots:
Used for strong 

imposing masculine 
trees, formal or 
informal upright 
style.

Trees with massive 
trunks, jin and 
shari, normally 
conifers.



Used for softer more 
feminine type trees. 
Shallow oval glazed pots 
are used for group 
plantings.

Broom style is also 
recommended for oval 
but may look better in a 
round pot.

Delicate, intricate pots are 
best with twiggy trees 
like apricots, pistachios, 
plums and dwarf citrus.

Windswept or slanting style 
trees are often planted in 
oval pots.







We need to dive into the details of pot design 
to enhance the aesthetic of our bonsai.



Spend some time evaluating 
your tree. What style is your 
tree? Formal Upright, 
Informal Upright, Slanting, or 
Cascade. Other types of 
plantings may include group 
or raft styles, bunjin, root 
over rock, etc. Look at your 
tree in terms of contrasting 
elements: is it Masculine or 
Feminine; Delicate and Light 
or Strong and Heavy.

What colors are there on your 
tree and do they change 
during the year. Colors in the 
tree can appear in the 
foliage, the bark of the tree, 
and the flowers and fruits. 
Lastly, does your tree project 
any certain kind of feeling 
which can be expressed in 
the feel of the pot.





























































 These guidelines are not cast in stone and are 
frequently broken as the situation demands! 
They are an analysis of what “works” and 
what “doesn’t”.

 Because of the number of combinations 
available in both pots and trees, the actual 
choices can be infinite.

 Keeping in mind that all rules seem to get 
broken, there are some guidelines and 
thoughts to help in choosing.


