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Next Meeting
Summer Splash

This coming Tuesday July 28 is our 
annual Summer Splash meeting. This 
is an important and fun meeting, so 
please show your support and attend. 
The Summer Splash is the annual 
changing of the guard for the ABAS 
board. It is an opportunity to recog-
nize board members stepping down 
from their committed posts while the 
new guard is officially elected. It is an 
opportunity to socialize, snack, and 
watch members style trees in a casual 
setting.

The Summer Splash is traditionally a 
light potluck, so please bring appetiz-
ers to share with about eight people. 
Timm Johnson, Gage Marcini, Paul 
Holtzen and Dodie Newman will be 
styling trees live during the meeting, 
which will be raffled at the end of the 
night. The 2026 board elections will be 
announced. This coming 26/27 board 
has a couple of key changes. Bob Rick-
er has stepped down and Gage Marcini 
is taking his place as Vice President. 
We also welcome Chuck Hildebrand as 
a Member at Large.

Above: Flight of the dragonflies.

Presenting the 2026/2027 ABAS Board

Dodie Newman - President
Gage Marcini - Vice President

Derrick Allcott - Treasurer
Deborah Ballanti - Recording Secretary

Ian Baker - Corresponding Secretary
Roger Steele - Member at Large

Chuck Hildebrand - Member at Large
Gina Chaput - Social Media Coordinator

Ellen Evans - Webmaster
Renee Seely - Past President

Above: Nothing left to the imagination. My trees are still a little crowded until the Fall Sale.

Above: The board of demonstrators and 
Kathleen receiving honors at the 2025 
Summer Splash
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What to Work on July

It’s July and it’s hot - at least down in the valley! Conifer work is well under way 
and we should also be keeping a close eye on deciduous and broadleaf ever-
greens that have already been worked.  Decandling double-flush pines should be 
completed by now, except for possibly the smallest pines requiring the smallest 
foliage. Now through August, as Junipers (both garden variety and yamadori), 
cedars, spruce, cypress, and redwoods push significant new growth, they can be 
pruned, thinned, and wired as necessary. Work on single-flush, high-elevation 
pines is still a couple of months away.

Continue pruning new shoots on deciduous trees as they emerge, but leave 
sacrifice branches alone if you are still thickening them or preparing for a future 
thread graft. Double-check your wire carefully and frequently! It’s easy to lose 
track of wire behind dense foliage and set your tree back by allowing wire to bite 
in. Consider setting calendar reminders for 4-6 weeks after wiring, depending on 
species, and stick landscape flags with the date of wiring in the pot so that you 
know at a glance which trees are wired and when. 
 
As weather gets hotter and drier, the risk of two-spotted spider mites increases 
- they love hot, dusty conditions. By the time you see yellowing foliage on ju-
nipers, mites are already well established. Sampling by knocking foliage over a 
white sheet of paper will allow you to detect mites sooner. Yellow and blue ticky 
traps will help control and indicate the presence of thrips, whiteflies, and other 
flying pests, but not mites. Remember that mites are arachnids, not insects, so 
make sure to select an appropriate miticide if control is needed. Broad spectrum 
pesticides like imidicloprid can actually make mite outbreaks worse by killing 
their natural predators, so choose your pesticides judiciously. Always follow the 
label and make sure to rotate different modes of action to prevent pesticide resis-
tance. 

Checklist:
•	 Check to make sure wire is not cutting in on deciduous/broadleaf evergreens
•	 Stay vigilant monitoring for pests and disease - refer to the pest control chart 

and rotate active ingredients.
•	 Adjust watering as temperatures increase
•	 Fertilize as necessary, (see yearly care sheet on ABAS website)
•	 Provide shade for sensitive species and trees undergoing sensitive procedures 

like grafting

Last Meeting: Azalea Care 
w/ Timm Johnson

Master Gardener and long time ABAS 
member, Timm Johnson was the 
featured club speaker for our June 
meeting. He provided some important 
safety and growing tips. Photos of his 
numerous azaleas in bloom were en-
joyed by all. He then shared an excel-
lent overview about bonsai styles and 
azalea pruning techniques followed by 
live demonstration. ABAS is fortunate 
to have a member of Timm’s standing 
in the club.  

Presenting the Kathleen O’Donnell Invitation Series

Kathleen O’Donnell was known for her ability to bring people together at ABAS 
from all walks of life. This ranged from renowned bonsai artists like Bjorn Bjor-
holm, whose first invitation to California came from Kathleen, to Jennifer Price, 
who presented at ABAS for the first time at Kathleen’s encouragement. Kath-
leen’s welcome didn’t stop with the experts; she was often the first to walk up to 
a brand-new member, introduce herself, and make them feel supported as they 
began their new passion.

In honor of Kathleen’s fierce support of newcomers to bonsai, the ABAS Board 
is establishing The O’Donnell Invitation Series: each year, we invite a present-
er who has never before appeared at ABAS. In keeping with Kathleen’s spirit, 
the series would draw from every corner of the bonsai community, welcoming 
artists at different stages of their journeys, working in different styles and tradi-
tions, and coming from diverse backgrounds, so that each year brings our mem-
bers a fresh perspective they might not otherwise encounter.

Wire Recycling

Reminder that ABAS has a wire re-
cycling program every month, so re-
member to bring in your sorted and 
debris-free aluminum and copper wire 
to be collected by Debbie and Steve 
Ballanti. The wire is recycling and all 
money earned goes back to the club.

Above: Timm and one of his gorgeous azaleas

Above: Friend and fierce supporter of ABAS, 
Kathleen O’Donnell

https://www.abasbonsai.org/_files/ugd/6d5500_b50b0e7743f243239841d5ddd38bab09.pdf
https://www.abasbonsai.org/bonsai-resources
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Above: Scenes from the Clark Collection 
World Bonsai Day, honoring Vince and 
Kathy Owyoung. The Hinoki (far left) was 
donated to the Clark Collection by Kathleen 
O’Donnell and the Juniper (center) was 
donated by the Owyoungs.

Honoring the Owyoungs at Clark Bonsai Collection

Editors note: This article was mistakenly omitted from timely publication in the prior newsletter. 

On May 3, GSBF Clark Bonsai Museum celebrated World Bonsai Day with a full day of activities in Fresno, California. 
The park featured vendors, bonsai displays, artwork, guided museum tours, beginner bonsai classes, a bonsai advice clin-
ic, and a silent auction.

A major highlight of the celebration was a special award ceremony and luncheon honoring Kathy and Vince Owyoung 
for their more than two decades of support for the museum. Years ago, the Owyoungs donated an exceptional collected 
California Juniper bonsai to the museum. In recognition of their longstanding contributions, the tree will now remain on 
permanent display at the museum alongside a commemorative plaque, rather than rotating with other exhibits every two 
months.

More than 30 friends from five bonsai clubs and family members attended the luncheon and ceremony to celebrate this 
recognition and the Owyoungs’ lasting impact on the bonsai community.

ABAS Club Members Clean Up Japanese Garden
Saturday, July 18
 
Many may not be aware that the beautiful Japanese Garden in the middle of the Shepard Garden and Art Center patio is 
maintained by ABAS.  On Saturday, July 18, 11 hardy folks came prepared to weed, trim, thin and beautify the garden.  
Our biggest challenge was to tackle the nandina that had grown out of control.  Thanks to the hard work of Jaqueline 
Ames, Cindy Banville, Chuck Hildebrand, Romana Hopson, Lyubou Karashchuv, Gage Marchini, Braith Miller, Dodie 
Newman, Paul Newman, Renee Seely and Jeannine Sheridan the garden looks wonderful.  Only time will tell if we won 
the Nandina War

Above: Scenes from the July Japanese Garden cleanup 
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Welcome New Members:  Sidney Newman, Thomas Mcallister, 
Shane Nordyke, and Steven Abbitt 
New members are connected with their area liaison and will receive a welcome 
letter with a free pass to one of our member workshops. Liaisons are listed on our 
website under ‘Member Resources, Club Liaisons’. 

Member Workshop - August 15
Member workshops serve members of all levels - beginner to 
advanced!
The next member workshop is Saturday, August 15. Contact Renee Seely, 
breadcrust@comcast.net to reserve a spot for the August workshop. Please specify 
morning, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm or afternoon 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. Each workshop 
session is $20 payable to ABAS. Reminder that the club owns a set of tools for more 
advanced work like tools for grafting, wood carving, and heavier bending.

The Fall Auction and Consignment Sale 
The Fall Sale is just around the corner on Saturday September 19 from 1:00 to 4:00 
PM. We are seeking volunteers starting now so please contact Gina Chaput if you 
are able to assist with checking-in, running auction trees, staffing the hold table, 
etc. A sign-up sheet with specific volunteer positions will be posted at upcoming 
meetings on the back table. Volunteers are able to select an item from the 
consignment tables for purchase prior to the opening of the sale. Beginning with 
the 2026 Fall Sale, the ABAS Board has elected to limit each seller to a total of 30 

items in consignment.

2026 Events Calendar

Tuesday, July 28, Summer Splash 
In-person

Saturday, August 15, Member Work-
shop In-person

Tuesday, August 25, Bonsai Design 
w/ Sam Tan In-person & Zoom

Saturday, September 12, Member 
Workshop In-person

Saturday, September 19, 1:00 - 4:00 
pm, ABAS Annual Live Auction and 
Consignment Sale In-person

Saturday, October 10, Member Work-
shop In-person

Tuesday, October 27, Shohin Pines 
w/ Adam Toth In-person & Zoom

Saturday, November 14, Member 
Workshop In-person

Tuesday, November 24, Mugo Pines 
w/ Roger Steel In-person & Zoom

Saturday, December 12, Member 
Workshop In-person

Wednesday, December 16, Holiday 
Party In-person 

Above: Scenes from the June member workshop

Donate to the Raffle Table and Support ABAS

All members are encouraged to consider donating quality tree material, tools, 
books, magazines, or anything bonsai related to the monthly raffle table. The 
donation of these items encourages folks to buy raffle tickets, which in turn sup-
ports our coffers. This is a good way to pass on items of value to new members 
and make space in your collection, while supporting the club. Simply mention the 
word raffle for a free raffle ticket. Bring items in at the beginning of the meeting 
and place them on the raffle table. Please include species and variety names on 
plant material and bundle items of lower value like magazines together.

https://www.abasbonsai.org/local-liasons
mailto:breadcrust%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:ginamchaput%40gmail.com?subject=Fall%20Sale%20Volunteer

